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Overview:
I.   PRS Country Reports
II.  PRS Political Risk Letter
III. FCIB’s Credit & Collections Survey
IV. FCIB Credit Reports



I. The PRS Group and PRS Country Reports
•Established in 1979, placing it among the earliest commercial providers of 
political and country risk forecasts. 

•Originally the Political Risk Services division of Frost & Sullivan, Inc. and then 
of UK-based IBC Group (now known as Informa), the company kept its original 
focus on political risk analysis and became independent in 1999. 

The firm and its methodologies for assessing risk are the product of research 
conducted by Professors William Coplin and Michael O’Leary of the Maxwell 
School of Public Affairs at Syracuse University in conjunction with the US 
Department of State and the CIA. The overall goal was to develop an 
intellectually rigorous way of assessing the various components of country risk 
that could be applied to a range of institutional settings. 



PRS Country Reports are 
priced at $250 and 
include:

• Full country analysis 
and forecast

• Full 6-month follow-up 
report.

• Country stats 
delivered in .csv for 
simple dashboarding.

• The PRS Risk Index 
delivered at 6-month 
intervals.



Country Data (10 year view) Global PRS Risk Index



II. The PRS Group’s Political Risk Newsletter 





Financial Transfer Risk

Risk to the financial transfer, nonconvertibility from the 
local currency to the desired foreign currency, and the 
transfer of foreign currency out of the country.

The factors are:

1. Exchange controls on international business
2. Payment delays facing exports to that country
3. Policy related to fiscal and monetary expansion
4. Governmental foreign borrowing

Risk Categories covered:

• Turmoil
• Financial Transfer Risk
• Direct Investment Risk
• Export (To the Country) Risk



Export Market Risk

Risks facing exporters, related to market conditions,
barriers to imports, and delays or difficulties in receiving 
payment for goods. 

Risk ratings, expressed as letter grades, indicate the 
climate for foreign exporters for 18-month and 5-year 
forecast periods. 

The 18-month letter grades are determined by equally 
weighted factors, each combining the current 
level and the forecasts of change under the most likely 
regimes. 

1. Turmoil
2. Exchange controls
3. Tariffs
4. Other Trade Barriers
5. Payment delays
6. Foreign debt



Members receive preferred pricing of $515 for a 12-month subscription. 



III. FCIB’s Credit & Collections Survey
The Credit & Collections 
Survey opens at the 
end of each month and 
is found in the FCIB 
Knowledge Center.

The survey is open to 
everyone, and 
participation earns 
CEU/ICEU or 
participation credit.

Past surveys are 
available only to FCIB 
members, but ALL 
participants receive the 
full survey results. 



Respondents are surveyed on their experiences selling into four countries in a region. 
Surveys cover South America, Central America, North America, Europe, Asia, MENA, 
and Oceania,  Each survey asks:  

Are your sales primarily to new (<1 year) or existing 
customers?
Are you extending credit to customers in this country and, if 
so, on what terms?
What is your average number of days beyond terms?

If you are experiencing payment delays in this country, are 
they decreasing, increasing, or staying the same?

What is the most common cause of payment delays?
What methods are you using to secure payment?
What advice would you give to someone who is selling into 
this country for the first time? What do they NEED to know?







Country Specific Advice from respondents in 2020:

United Kingdom: Two big concerns in the country; a no deal Brexit and Covid-19 impacts. There are big concerns 
over what happens to trade with a no deal Brexit. This could throw the country into a deeper recession or even 
depression. Stay in close contact with your customer here.

China: Political tensions are increasing in China. There is currently a trend away from reliance on Chinese 
manufactured products resulting in declining revenues for some industries.

India: Government regulations remain a barrier for ease of doing business in India. Getting product into the 
country in a timely manner is challenging.

Argentina: Central Bank imposed limitations on foreign currency payments may present payment delays. 
Confirm that your customer has emergency funds outside of Argentina to use for payment. Make sure your 
customer’s customer is located in Argentina to prevent potential collection issues

Mexico: There is a tendency for slower payment, due to several things: currency flow, cultural norms, movement 
of product, etc. Be mindful of billing due dates and start seeking payment once due.

United Arab Emirates: If you are doing business here, chances are payments will not be coming out of the UAE. 
Customers tend to use banks located in other countries where the majority of their funds are located. You will 
get paid, but, on their terms.



IV. FCIB Worldwide Credit Reports



What is an FCIB Worldwide Credit Report?

• Trusted supplier network with regional expertise and contacts
• Fresh investigations that start with a phone call.
• Reports are built on interviews of employees, trade references, and 

third party sources.
• All third-party information is independently verified.
• Meet the requirements of the U.S. Export-Import Bank (EXIM) and 

trade credit insurers.
• Qualitative, 360 degree view of a target company that provide 

actionable credit limits and recommendations.



FCIB Worldwide Credit Reports are 
NOT DATABASE REPORTS

• Research teams gather information from:
• Government contacts, databases, registries, and other public and 

proprietary sources.
• Interviews with employees, trade references, and bank contacts.

• Pricing is based on the country and delivery speed. Reports are 
available on a Next Business Day basis in most countries.



What’s the difference between an In-Depth Report and a “Slim” Next 
Business Day Report?

IN-DEPTH IN-DEPTH
“Slim” Next 

Business Day
“Slim” Next 

Business Day

“Slim” Next Business Day Reports are priced at $60-$80 and are ideal for simple verification, credit risk 
assessment, and credit limit recommendations.



FCIB Worldwide Credit Report



FCIB Worldwide Credit Report

Super Rush
Rush
Routine

2 Days
4 Days
7 Days

$115
$90
$80



FCIB/D&B Report Comparison



FCIB/D&B Report Comparison



FCIB/D&B Report Comparison



FCIB/D&B Report Comparison



FCIB/D&B Report Comparison

What information does a credit 
professional need to make a 
smart credit decision? 

FCIB Reports provide the due 
diligence that comes with a 
credit investigation.



Databases can’t provide customer service 
or pick up the phone.

“Hello, database? I have questions about the information in this report”



Why do I need customer service? 
I know how to read a credit report.



Customer service shouldn’t end with the 
delivery of the report.
• All reports come with a two-week “look back” window.

• Clarification of any information contained in the report with the research 
team.

• Follow-up on new information. New contacts, new interviews.
• Checks against conflicting information.
• Redirect to find information that was missing from the report, or get an 

explanation for why it’s missing (e.g. audited financials)
• One-year monitoring for legal filings and updated financials (when 

available) can be added to many reports for a small fee (approximately $10 
per report)





Ordering and Pricing Page



QUESTIONS?

Country Reports Political Risk Letter



David C. Anderson

Member Relations

davida@fcibglobal.com

410-423-1835
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